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Minister:  

VACANT 
Email: minister@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk Phone 020 3643 0817 

Church Secretary: 

 Email: secretary@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk 
Church Treasurer; 

Email: treasurer@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk 
Church Elders 

Email: elders@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk 
Letting's Officer:  

 

 Email: Hall-Bookings@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk Phone 020 3638 0698 
Contact Magazine Editors: 

            Email: editor@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk  Photographs to: pictures@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk 
Web site 

www.lancaster-road-urc.org.uk 
Facebook 

 www.facebook.com/pg/LRURC/ 

Organisations meeting in the Church Hall, Armfield Road: 

 Y.P.C.F. (Sunday School) 11.00 Sunday ypcf@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk  

Lancaster Road Ladies 13.30 - 15.00 Thursday Lancaster-ladies@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk  

5th Brownie Pack 18.15 - 19.45 Thursday 5enfieldbrownies@googlemail.com  

5th Enfield Guides   19.00 - 21.00 Friday  guides5thenfield@hotmail.co.uk  

11th Enfield Guides 19:00 - 20:30 Thursday 11thenfieldguides@gmail.com  

5th Enfield Senior Guides 19.00 - 21.00 Friday guides5thenfield@hotmail.co.uk  

B.B. Anchor Boys 18.15 - 19.30 Monday 1stenfieldbb@gmail.com  

B.B. Junior Section 18.30 - 20.15 Monday 1stenfieldbb@gmail.com  

B.B. Company Section 20.00 - 21.30 Monday 1stenfieldbb@gmail.com  

Bible Study Group (C.L.) 09:45 -11:30     Alternate Wednesdays Bible-Wednesday@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk  

Bible Study Group (C.L) 20:30   2nd & 4th  Tuesdays Bible-Tuesday@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk  

Coffee Morning (C.L.)  10.00 - 12.00 Friday coffee@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk  

    C.L. = Takes place in the 

Church Lounge 

     

EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER  
 

Whilst every care has been taken in the 
compilation of this magazine, we cannot guarantee 
that inaccuracies will not occur.  The Editor is 
responsible for content selection and reserves the 
right to amend articles and withhold items as 
deemed necessary.  Articles submitted after the 
deadline date may not be included in that edition 
of the magazine and the Editors’ decision is final.  
Should you have any concerns regarding the 
content in the magazine or wish to submit an 
article for inclusion, please contact us by e-mail 
on editor@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk 

Our Church Mission Statement. 
 

“As a Church our desire is to worship God 
and grow as disciples of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. To show and nurture love, joy, 
peace and justice in our fellowship, 

community and to all people through the 
power of the Holy Spirit.”  
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“For the love of God is broader than the measures of man’s mind” 

Over many generations a succession of liberation movements – anti-slavery, women’s votes, gay rights, 

black lives matter – have called for greater inclusivity.  The radical inclusivity of Jesus depicted in the 

Gospels – ‘eating with tax-collectors and sinners’ – was one of the main accusations levelled at him by the 

Pharisees.  Jesus knew how broad the love of God is. His disciples, those who listened to him rather than 

carping from afar, were set the task of not merely accepting, but actually loving their enemies.  

If we find it so difficult to be inclusive, why is this line from a well-known hymn so encouraging and 

comforting?  Too many prayers of confession, both liturgical and extempore, start by praising God’s all-

embracing and generous love only to bring us down to earth with a bump, lamenting the narrowness and 

meanness of our response, often with an air of horrified incredulity – ‘How could I be so nasty to God?’  

Faber’s hymn does not take that approach.  In speaking of the ‘measures of man’s mind’ he recognises 

that humans have been created with limits.  Adam and Eve are depicted in Genesis as objecting to those 

limits.  Fruits from all the other trees God had provided would have been nourishing and delightful, but 

fruit from the Tree of All Knowledge proved bitter. ‘All knowledge’ is only possible to the infinite mind of 

God.  

Humans have been given a physical brain with which to think.  It may be the most complex and amazing 

organ, but it has its limits.  In ‘Philosophy in the Flesh’, Lakoff and Johnson demonstrate how the abstract 

thinking by which we try to understand the world, and our position in it, is carried out by brain structures 

evolved to regulate the behaviour of physical bodies in physical space.  God’s word to Isaiah, ‘My thoughts 

are not your thoughts’, is meant to reassure, not to condemn.  It is OK not to understand.  In fact, it is 

necessary and liberating not to understand. 

The Passion and Resurrection of Jesus are spoken of as a mystery.  Opponents of Christianity see that as a 

cop out.  As science delved deeper into the natural world and claimed not just to describe but to explain 

what had previously been attributed to God, the realm of the unknown appeared to be shrinking, and with 

it came the concept of a ‘God of the gaps’:  God would become redundant when all nature’s secrets were 

uncovered.  Today scientists are increasingly recognising that there are limits to what their discipline is 

designed to explain.  

Mystery is whatever our minds are not created to understand.  God does not expect us to understand ‘the 

meaning of life, the universe and everything’.  When, in the Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, it turned out 

to be 42, who was any the wiser?  Everything that we need to understand about God’s nature and 

purposes is revealed in God’s embodiment for thirty-something years in human flesh like ours. 

Many of us treat our domestic pets almost like humans and attribute human feelings to them.  But we can 

learn a lot from their difference from us, rather than their similarity.  Cats are supremely selfish.  They 

‘pray’ only when they want feeding and otherwise do their own thing.  Finding myself loving a creature 

only capable of ‘cupboard love’ helps me understand how God can love me despite my shamefully similar 

self-concern.  I can forgive the cat for not noticing I am tired or stressed, or for showing no interest in the 

crossword clue I cannot solve if she sits on it.  If I can care for a creature who, despite being ‘fearfully and 

wonderfully made’, has so very little insight into my world, is it so incredible that God cares for me?  

 

Dr John Strange, Elder at Palmers Green URC  



‘Contact’ Magazine May 2022 

4 

 11:15   6:30  

1st Holy Communion Mrs Laura Marlow    

8th Family Service Mrs Laura Marlow    

15th  Mrs Michaela Lawrence  Joint Service with Clay Hill Parish  

22nd  Mrs. Anna Erikson    

29th Joint Service at Bush Hill Park URC    

      

Services for May 2022 

Duty Elders May 2022 
 11:15 am Notes 6:30 pm Notes 

1st Emily and Chris Holy Communion   

8th Clare and Jon Family service   

15th Beryl and Graham  Jim With Clay Hill Parish 

22nd Chris and Clare    

29th     

Please note that messages, notices etc. to be read out at the start of services must be with the duty elder at least 15 min 

before commencement of the service, or via email asap. 

Thank you. 

Church flowers for May 

May 1st        -‐------------------- 

         8th       Young People's Christian Fellowship   for their Anniversary  

        15th       Brian Page and family               In memory of Glynes and Arthur 

         22nd      Marilyn and Graham Carlisle   In memory of Andrew 

         29th       Joint service at BHP 

Sad News. 

It is with a very heavy heart and great sadness that I have to report the death of our great friend Janet 

Silvey on the early hours of Friday 22nd April.  I am told that she passed away peacefully with her family 

at her side. 

Please remember her, Terry, Mark, Helen Claire and Ruth along with the rest of her family members in 

our prayers. 
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Boats and Bells in Beccles 

Beccles in Suffolk, a historic market town.  At one time it was a busy 

Saxon fishing port – even paying its taxes in herrings.  It is reputed to have 

been founded in 960 AD and was described as one of the few places to 

have a market in the Domesday Book (1086).  In the Middle Ages, after 

Ipswich and Bury St Edmunds, Beccles was the third town of Suffolk.  The 

town’s logo is a colourful carving of Queen Elizabeth I handing over the 

Charter of the Corporation of Beccles to John Baas, Port Reeve 1584.  The 

town has narrow streets of Georgian buildings, some having grassy 

alleyways leading off them known as ‘scores’, i.e. ‘Railway Score’ and 

‘Church Score’.  These lead down to the River Waveney, a popular but 

uncommercialized river for boat enthusiasts, allowing permanent moorings 

for owners and overnight moorings for holiday makers and those touring 

the Broads and rivers (all fee paying). 

At the top of the town is a well preserved square.  A hotel there, now a Wetherspoon’s, has stood beside 

the square for centuries.  The earliest recorded reference to what is now this Wetherspoon’s Free House is a 

lease granted to George Cocke dated 1668.  The hotel has retained many of its traditional characteristics 

including internal bare bricks and beams, and upstairs some wonky, sloping floors. 

However, it is the Bell Tower of the Church of St Michael the Archangel that dominates the town.  When 

open to the public, it is well worth the climb to the top for lovely views not only of the town and its open 

air swimming pool in Puddingmoor (I love that street name – as well as the lido itself!), but also far 

reaching views of the surrounding marshes and countryside.  The land on the same side of the river as the 

church is Suffolk, but across the river is Norfolk!  The Bell Tower is almost 100 feet high (about 30m) and 

houses ten bells still in use.  It is separate from the main church building as the ground slopes away from 

the west end of the church where a tower would normally have been sited.  This would probably have been 

thought to be unsuitable for a large tower to be built.  It took forty years to complete, and was finished 

around 1540. 

Until the sixteenth century when Henry VIII dissolved the Abbey at Bury, the church at Beccles belonged 

to the Abbey, which would have wanted a church in Beccles worthy of its ownership and reflecting the 

status of the town.  This accounts for the large size of the church.  King Edwy who reigned 955-9 gave 

Beccles to the monks who were guarding the tomb of King Edmund at Bury.  Lord Nelson’s parents, Rev 

Edmund Nelson, a former curate of St Michael’s Church, and Catherine Suckling were married at St 

Michael’s on 11 May 1749. 

On my most recent visit to the church, immediately inside the door were stickers – ‘Welcome Refugees’ 

and I was greeted by music.  I met Vanessa, singing beautifully, alone, in the spacious church.  She 

explained to me that her aim is to gain confidence to perform a solo concert in the church as fundraising for 

Ukraine.  I hope she succeeds.  She has a lovely voice. 

Beccles, to me, sums up images of moonlight shimmering on the tranquil River Waveney with boats gently 

bobbing in the moorings to the motion of the tidal water.  Owls hooting, stars twinkling in clear skies away 

from street lights, church bells pealing, and now, Vanessa’s angelic sounding singing. 

A haven for plants (daffodils growing wild in profusion between the river and the church in March), 

wildlife, including many different birds and water based creatures and last but not least, a place to reflect 

and refresh for myself, and hopefully others also. 

          Marion Burdett  
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Dear Jim,  

 

 

 

How lovely to hear from you. I hope that you and your family are all well? 

Thankfully, I have recovered well after quite a long journey. At the time when the pandemic began, I had just started a 
phased return to work. Strangely enough, in a way it made the world a safer place for me as suddenly everyone understood 
the danger of infections and viruses. I had been living in isolation during my illness so the isolation of lockdown did not 
affect me much. As activities came abruptly to a standstill for many people, it enabled me to continue working at a pace 
that was helpful for my continuing recovery. When life started to pick up again during the last two years, I was able to 
return to working full time. 

These are interesting times for churches throughout the UK and Europe. During the long period of being interrupted in our 
usual ways of worship, it is a time to take stock of what being a faith community really is about. It is my experience that this 
is often an uncomfortable and unsettling journey for people. However, I believe that God still has a plan for the Church 
when we have the courage to come out of our buildings. God's Spirit is already at work in the world outside. Those who 
seek and trust God to guide the way forward will find deep meaning and will flourish, I believe. 

How are the churches in the Enfield pastorate doing after the pandemic? I read that Mark and Melanie have received their 
visas and permits and are about to leave the UK for their new roles? It cannot be easy to have to say goodbye to your 
minister at this time, but I see that you are still blessed with able lay preachers and leaders. 

Please do give the friends in Enfield my warmest greetings. I hold everyone in my prayers.  

May you all know the hope and joy of resurrection life in Jesus Christ this Easter. 

Message from Henriette 
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I am delighted to share with you the story of nine-year old Precious and her family, which, like spring, is full of optimism and 
hope. When Precious was born, her family were given a long list of things she would never be able to do - including breathe 
without mechanical support, communicate, or even swallow. With the help of Noah’s Ark’s Care Team, Precious has surpassed 
all expectations. As Precious’ dad, Raph, puts it: “This sense of calmness and peace we have now, we owe to Noah’s Ark.” You 
can read more about Precious’ story here https://www.noahsarkhospice.org.uk/2022/03/21/preciouss-story/ 

We recently launched our biggest ever nurse recruitment drive. We’re looking for an additional ten nurses to help those we 
support enjoy life as children, rather than as patients. If you know anybody who might be interested, we’d greatly appreciate 
you sharing our nurse recruitment page (http://www.noahsarkhospice.org.uk/nurses) with them. 

 And we are delighted to announce that James Tugendhat has been appointed as Noah’s Ark’s new Chair of Trustees. He will 
succeed Jeremy Isaacs CBE, who has led the charity through transformational change. Jeremy will become our Honorary Life 
Chair and remain a close friend to and supporter of the charity. You can read more at the following Web Address; 

https://www.noahsarkhospice.org.uk/2022/03/28/noahs-ark-childrens-hospice-appoints-new-chair 

It is thanks to your generous support that we have been able to provide such impactful support for Precious and her family, and 
why we are now looking to expand our services to help more children and families make the most of every day. Thank you again 
from all of us at Noah’s Ark Children’s Hospice. 

 All my best wishes, 

Laura 

Laura Grundy 

Community Engagement Officer 

T: 020 8449 8877 M:07496992245 

www.noahsarkhospice.org.uk 

https://www.noahsarkhospice.org.uk/2022/03/21/preciouss-story/
https://www.noahsarkhospice.org.uk/2022/02/28/noahs-ark-childrens-hospice-launches-nurse-recruitment-campaign/
http://www.noahsarkhospice.org.uk/nurses
http://www.noahsarkhospice.org.uk/
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Friday Morning Coffee Rota 

May  6th........................................Rachel or Anna 

May 13th.......................................Graham and Marilyn 

May  20th......................................Myself and Marian 

 May  27th......................................Jim and Mavis 
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This poem is a sonnet by Malcolm Guite who 

writes a regular column in ‘Church Times’ . 

Malcolm describes himself as a poet-priest and is a 

chaplain of Girton College Cambridge. This sonnet 

is drawn from his collection ‘Sounding Seasons’, 

published by Canterbury Press. It is available 

through Amazon and on Kindle*. 

  

A Sonnet for Ascension Day by 

Malcolm Guite 

  

We saw his light break through the cloud 

of glory 

Whilst we were rooted still in time and 

place 

As earth became a part of Heaven’s story 

And heaven opened to his human face. 

We saw him go and yet we were not 

parted 

He took us with him to the heart of things 

The heart that broke for all the broken-

hearted 

Is whole and Heaven-centred now, and 

sings, 

Sings in the strength that rises out of 

weakness, 

Sings through the clouds that veil him 

from our sight, 

Whilst we ourselves become his clouds of 

witness 

And sing the waning darkness into light, 

His light in us, and ours in him concealed, 

Which all creation waits to see revealed. 

 

You don’t stop laughing when you grow 
old; you grow old when you stop laughing.  

There are two parts to wisdom: knowing 
what to say and knowing when not to say it.  
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JUST TURN UP NO BOOKING REQUIRED! 
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Last date for submissions for the next issue 

of ‘Contact’ magazine will be  

Sunday 22nd May. 

Mark and Melanie. 

After arriving at their final destination on 8th April Mark and Melanie have now 

started making their new home. 

 

Easter Sunday lunch...scrambled tofu on toast....thanks to Ann Cheryl 

Armstrong ....after morning coffee with Rev Nikotemo Sopepa and Rev Bruce 

Yeates following morning service at St Andrews in Suva . 

We wish them both the very best in their new 

positions. 

Let us include them in our prayers. 

https://www.facebook.com/ann.c.armstrong?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUOBs95l9frTK_F4a49e2EAkzInTqeHg1B5PiJM_GPBawpAeZeHloIiLd1WwTeg2tW2eRsH_oXXvQlD8cQFndMN0kYTn7XNsMgUULjSsBlIqQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/ann.c.armstrong?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUOBs95l9frTK_F4a49e2EAkzInTqeHg1B5PiJM_GPBawpAeZeHloIiLd1WwTeg2tW2eRsH_oXXvQlD8cQFndMN0kYTn7XNsMgUULjSsBlIqQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/nikotemo.sopepa?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUOBs95l9frTK_F4a49e2EAkzInTqeHg1B5PiJM_GPBawpAeZeHloIiLd1WwTeg2tW2eRsH_oXXvQlD8cQFndMN0kYTn7XNsMgUULjSsBlIqQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/bruce.yeates?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUOBs95l9frTK_F4a49e2EAkzInTqeHg1B5PiJM_GPBawpAeZeHloIiLd1WwTeg2tW2eRsH_oXXvQlD8cQFndMN0kYTn7XNsMgUULjSsBlIqQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/bruce.yeates?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUOBs95l9frTK_F4a49e2EAkzInTqeHg1B5PiJM_GPBawpAeZeHloIiLd1WwTeg2tW2eRsH_oXXvQlD8cQFndMN0kYTn7XNsMgUULjSsBlIqQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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Christian Aid Week, 15-21 May 
Every gift. Every action. Every prayer. Every one of us can change lives. 
Our planet is changing, but some people are feeling the effects of these 
changes more than others. Weather extremes are now more frequent and 
more intense, and the world is facing a climate crisis. 
For the first time in a generation, global poverty is rising. Coronavirus, 
conflict and the climate crisis are pushing more of our global neighbours 

into a struggle for survival. 
One country that is on the frontlines of this crisis is Zimbabwe. In rural Zimbabwe, seven out of ten women 
rely on farming to earn a living and provide for their families. But the climate crisis has brought intense 
droughts that have left their land barren. 
With no rain, women and men can’t grow enough food and they struggle to provide for their children. 
Drought starves. It robs women of the chance to farm and drives their families into hunger. 
In times of drought, many families can only afford to eat one bowl of porridge a day. Women are hungrier, 
and often skip meals to share with their children what little food they have. 
‘Women are at the mercy of climate change and hunger,’ Jessica Mwedzi, a loving and hard-working mum 
shares. 
Climate shocks cause more women to lose their livelihoods, damage their crops, and push their families 
into unbearable hunger. 
Meet Jessica: a mum, hungry to provide food – and hope – for her family. 
Jessica is one of the many women at the mercy of the climate crisis. Drought makes every day a struggle 
for her survival. Jessica is hungry. Hungry for a good meal. Hungry to earn a decent living. Hungry to 
provide a more hopeful future for her family. 
Jessica toils on her farm, but no food can grow on her ashen dry land. 
‘One year, we had no rain. The scorching sun burnt my crops just as they were about to bloom. It was so 
painful and disheartening.’ Jessica says. 
Drought makes women like her hungrier, poorer and robs them of the chance to earn a living with dignity. 
Jessica shares her heartbreak: 
‘My children crave a good meal, but I can’t provide. We often go to bed on an empty stomach. It pains me 
to send them to bed hungry.’ 
Jessica watches her sons and daughters play outside as the golden sun fades across the sky. They hold 
hands, dance and sing. She finds a ray of hope that she will overcome this tough time. One day, Jessica will 
be able to provide her much-loved children with good food, and a full life, free from hunger. 
Together, we can restore justice to our world. 
Meet Janet: a grandmother who transformed her dusty land into a garden of hope. 
Another women who has faced the worst of the climate crisis is Janet, a grandmother from Zimbabwe. In 
her village, Janet has experienced first hand how drought pushed her family into desperate hunger. 
‘One year, there was so little food. Rains had not fallen. We ate things which we wouldn’t eat in normal 
times. I made porridge and gave it to the children, then removed a portion and put it down for the dogs. The 
children picked up the dogs’ share because they weren’t full. When I saw this, I knew the situation had 
become unbearable,’ Janet shared. 
‘My heart was so painful thinking that my family would die. By God’s grace we did not die. We soldiered 
on.’ 
With faith, hope and love for her family, Janet brought her family through this painful time with the 
support of Christian Aid’s BRACT programme (Building Resilience through Absorptive and Adaptive 
Capacities for Transformation). 
BRACT helps the most at-risk communities in Zimbabwe to prepare for and adapt to the changing climate. 
Working with local partners, Christian Aid’s work empowers vulnerable communities to grow drought-
tolerant crop, teaches women like Janet how to grow food in dry seasons and helps families to build 
storerooms to preserve food so they have the resilience to bounce back from future droughts. Families learn 
to eat more healthy, nutritious food and gain new skills for alternative sources of income when agriculture 
fails. 
By learning how to grow drought-resistant crops with the support of Christian Aid, Janet was able to bring 
her family through a painful time and turn her barren land into a garden of plenty. Now, her farm is 
bursting with life, and she harvests enough surplus food to share with her neighbours while also storing 
enough to survive future droughts. 
Janet is a survivor, a force of kindness and a hunger fighter with the power to provide food and hope for 
her whole family. Her joy is seeing her grandchildren’s smiling faces as they relish the food she has grown. 
‘My life is changing,’ Janet says. ‘This project is uplifting us. We are thankful’ 
As she reflects on how her life has changed, Janet sings with joy. And we rejoice with her. 
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This Christian Aid Week you can help women like Jessica and Janet turn hunger into hope. Hand in hand 
with your church and community, you can restore justice to our world. 
So far, we’ve helped over 27,000 people in Zimbabwe to stand strong and resilient to the climate crisis. But 
there is still more to do. 
With you by our side, we won’t stop until everyone can live a full life, free from hunger. And with your 
generous support, women like Jessica will be empowered to provide food – and hope – for their families. 
The funds raised could help more women like Janet develop skills to provide meals for their family today 
and preserve and store food safely for the next season of severe drought. 
This Christian Aid Week, will you stand with women like Jessica and Janet? 
Please donate this Christian Aid Week (15-21 May). Your donations will help families facing poverty and 
injustice around the world. 
· £5 could buy water taps for a community garden 
· £15 could buy drought-resistant seeds like sorghum or millet to help 10 farmers like Jessica to grow food 
· £60 could train 50 women farmers to adapt and grow food in the changing climate 
· £250 could help a family build a storeroom, and provide seeds and fertilisers 
Your Christian Aid Week gifts could help women just like Jessica, who are still struggling, to grow drought
-tolerant crops that survive in the harsh climate and help her set up a water tap on her farm. They'll turn their 
dry, dusty land into a garden of hope. 
Every pound raised, every prayer said and every action taken, are expressions of our Christian love and 
compassion. 
Take action and call on justice to be restored 
In addition to standing together to support mums like Jessica and Janet in practical ways, this Christian Aid 
week, we also urge you to join us in taking action as we call on justice to be restored. 
We believe that those most responsible for the climate crisis – including wealthy countries and fossil fuel 
companies – should pay for the loss and damage being caused in Zimbabwe and across the world. 
As the climate crisis worsens, extreme weather will continue to devastate communities and destroy lives. 
The losses that occur during such events cannot be recovered and the damages are huge. 
Christian Aid’s Loss and Damage Campaign urges politicians to: 
· Push for a new global fund to pay for the loss and damage caused by the climate crisis 
· Introduce a new ‘climate damages’ tax on fossil fuel companies. 
You can join us as we call on the UK Prime Minister and add your voice to climate justice. Sign our 
campaign online at caweek.org/action 
You can also pray with us for a radical change of heart for politicians, and that as a global community we 
will care for our common home and for people living in poverty. 
Every one of us can change lives. And together, we can restore justice to our world. 
 
If you would be willing to deliver envelopes in the local area then please contact Laura Marlow.  Thank you 
for your support. 

 

Thames North Synod Representative  

I have been the Synod Representative for 7 years (I think) but have now had to stand down from this role.  The vacancy was 
announced at the Church Meeting in March but as yet there has been no response to this.  

The role entails attending 2 meetings a year in March and October.  These have been at various churches in the Synod over 
the years but more recently have taken place via Zoom.  

If you feel you would like to consider this important role and become the representative for our church, please give me a call 
or email me and I will be happy to have a chat. 

Clare Locke,  Church Secretary  
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Lancaster Road URC 

Celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

 

On Sunday 5
th
 June we will be holding a Family Parade Service which will be led by Rev’d Martin Legg at 11.15am 

in the Church. 

This will be followed at 12.30pm by a picnic in the garden at Armfield Road (weather permitting) and if not, we can 

go into the hall.  If you would like to bring your own picnic, we will provide drinks and cakes to share.  There will be 

music, games and activities for the children to add to the celebrations. 

We do hope that you will be able to join us for this Jubilee event. 

26th May: Where did Jesus go at the Ascension? 
 

In Salvador Dali’s picture of Jesus’ ascension all you can see are his feet! As we celebrate the event this 
month, it prompts the question ‘where did Jesus go?’ Peter says Jesus ‘has gone into heaven and is at 
God’s right hand’ (1 Peter 3:22). However, the New Testament tells us three things about what Jesus is 
doing at the Father’s side. 
 

At Pentecost Peter said that Jesus is ‘exalted to the right hand of God, He has received from the Father the 
promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear…“The Lord said to my Lord: ‘Sit at my 
right hand”’ (Acts 2: 33-4). Peter is affirming Jesus’ position of authority and power at the heart of the 
universe.  By pouring out the gift of the Holy Spirit upon us, Jesus gives us a foretaste of the life of heaven 
ie eternal life, forgiveness, healing, release and God’s provision for our lives. 
 

When Stephen, the first Christian martyr, was being stoned to death by the Jewish authorities he points 
out, ‘I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.’ (Acts 7:56). Our experience 
of heaven is only ever partial, as we live with the reality of suffering and setbacks. However, Jesus is still 
on the throne! We are called to trust him daily.  
 

The Bible also tells us that  ‘Christ Jesus who died….is interceding for us.’ (Romans 8:34, cf Hebrews 7:25). 
Even when we don’t know how to pray, we have the assurance that Jesus is already praying for us! He 
knows our needs even better than we do ourselves, so when we feel condemned or defeated in our 
Christian lives, we have somebody on our side! 

The Ascension reminds us that the risen Jesus lives in the immediate presence of God, and both 
transcends and embraces our present experience. This truth lies at the heart of the up language used to 
describe the event. 
 

‘Heaven relates to earth tangentially so that the One who is in heaven can be present simultaneously 
anywhere and everywhere on earth: the ascension therefore means that Jesus is available, accessible, 
without people having to travel to a particular spot on the earth to find Him.’ (Tom Wright). 
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Church Diary May 2022 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

      1 

Morning 
Service 11:15 

2 3 4 

Food Hub in 

the Church 

10-12 

5 

Hall closed 

(Polling) 

Lancaster 

Ladies in 

Church from 

1-3 

6 

Coffee 

Morning in 

the Church  

10-12 

7 

B.B. Coffee 

morning and 

plant sale.  

In the 

Church 

10-12:30 

8 

Morning 
Service 11:15 

9 

Toddlers and 

Parents  

In the Small 

hall 

1:00—2:30 

10 11 

Food Hub in 

the Church 

10-12 

Bible Study 

in Church 

Lounge at 

09:45 

Church 

Meeting In 

the LARGE 

Hall at 7:30 

12 

Clay Hill W.I. 

Hall  

2-4 

13 

Coffee 

Morning in 

the Church  

10-12 

14 15 

Morning 
Service 11:15 

16 

Toddlers and 

Parents  

In the Small 

hall 

17 18 

Food Hub in 

the Church 

10-12 

19 20 

Coffee 

Morning in 

the Church  

10-12 

21 22 

Morning 
Service 11:15 

Evening 

Service 6:30 

23 

Toddlers and 

Parents  

In the Small 

hall 

1:00—2:30 

24 25 

Food Hub in 

the Church 

10-12 

Bible Study 

in Church 

Lounge at 

09:45 

26 

Ascension Day 

 

LAG Meeting 

at Ponders End 

URC 

7:30 

27 

Coffee 

Morning in 

the Church  

10-12 

28 29 

30 

Toddlers and 

Parents  

In the Small 

hall 

1:00—2:30 

31      
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2022 MAY PRAYER DIARY 

   

Sun. 1st 
ST. PHILLIP AND ST. JAMES' DAY.  Pray for harmony and good feeling with your brothers and sisters 
including your Church family. 

Mon. 2nd Pray for all who have a birthday or anniversary to celebrate. 

Tues. 3rd 
ST. HELENA'S DAY.  Pray for all who go on pilgrimages that they stay safe and well and find what they 
are looking for. 

Wed. 4th 
INTERNATIONAL FIREFIGHTERS DAY.  Pray for all firefighters as they risk their lives every time they are 
called out. 

Thur. 5th Pray for the 5th Brownies meeting after the Easter holidays. 

Fri. 6th Thank God for the glorious weather we had over Easter and hope it continues. 

Sat. 7th INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS.  This week pray for those who belong and work to help others. 

Sun. 8th Pray for the anniversary of the Y.P.C.F. 

Mon. 9th Pray for all who are ill or infirm who cannot get to Church at the moment. 

Tues. 10th Pray for the evening Bible Study meeting in the Church Lounge. 

Wed. 11th Pray for the people who attend the food hub that things will not be so hard. 

Thur. 12th Pray for the 11th Guides meeting tonight after the Brownies. 

Fri. 13th Pray for the 5th Guides meeting together tonight. 

Sat. 14th Pray for our preachers as they fill the gaps before we get a new minister. 

Sun. 15th INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FAMILIES.  Pray that families will have the help and support of friends. 

Mon. 16th Pray for the Boy's Brigade this evening. 

Tues. 17th Pray for Foster carers everywhere as they give love and supprt to vulnerable children. 

Wed. 18th Pray for compassion and understanding when dealing with someone who may have dementia. 

Thur. 19th ST. DUNSTAN'S DAY.  Pray for craftspeople who can make such wonderful things. 

Fri. 20th Pray for the Coffee Morning that more folk will come as word gets out that it is on again. 

Sat. 21st Pray that we can all save water in our daily lives as it is a precious resource. 

Sun. 22nd Pray for Afghans as they struggle to survive now the economy has collapsed. 

Mon. 23rd Pray for Asthma sufferers in this awareness month, 

Tues. 24th Dinosaur fossils found on same day as the asteroid hit, prove that is why they became extinct, 66,000 
years ago. 

Wed. 25th Pray for the morning Bible Study meeting in the  Church Lounge. 

Thur. 26th ASCENSION DAY.  Jesus returned to Heaven so that the whole world might learn about Him. 

Fri. 27th Pray for peace in all situations even if you are not feeling very peaceful. 

Sat. 28th Skin cancer awareness month, pray for those affected by this disease. 

Sun. 29th Pray for all who have had a stroke in this Action on Stroke month. 

Mon. 30th JOAN OF ARC'S DAY.  Pray that Governments, especially now, can get together and stop war. 

Tues. 31st Pray for the residents of Gloucester Road. 

Church Lunch 

The next Church Lunch will be at the Plough, Crews Hill 

at 12 noon on Monday 9th May2022 

Please register with Maureen.prior@blueyonder.co.uk     

if you would like to attend. 


